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CCURI  Community College Undergraduate Research Initiative
The Community College Undergraduate Research Initiative (CCURI) uses an inquiry-based teaching model where students are exposed to real world science through a case study in an introductory course followed by a hands-on research experience resulting from questions about or related to the case.  CCURI is providing resources for our 44 institutional partners including introductory workshops/conferences that are building regional and national collaborations, start-up supplies and a wide variety of faculty development opportunities.
[bookmark: _GoBack]CCURI Model
The CCURI model of incorporating undergraduate research (UR) into community college curricula involves engaging students from the moment they enter the classroom.  The model employs a case study method of instruction in freshman coursework.  The CCURI writing team develops cases that instructors can use to teach basic scientific concepts within the context of an ongoing research project.  Students are then given a opportunity to explore those projects as either a CURE (Course Undergraduate Research Experience), a SURE (Summer Undergraduate Research Experience) or PURE (Program Undergraduate Research Experience).  The growing CCURI network has become a rich source of collaboration on both the curricular and research side of the CCURI model.  This network represents the third level of the CCURI model.  In this level, students are connected to research opportunities and prospects to transfer their experience to a four-year institution as they continue to pursue their STEM career. 

CCURI is a NSF ATE  https://atecentral.net/r29664/community_college_undergraduate_research_initiative_ccuri 

CCURI is supported through the National Science Foundation, Improving Undergraduate STEM Education grant #1524353

James Hewlett 
Executive Director/Principal Investigator
Professor Hewlett is a Pre-med graduate of Bucknell University (B.S. in Biology) and the University of Connecticut (M.S. in Physiology/Marine Science). After graduating from the University of Connecticut, he entered a doctoral training program within the Department of Pharmacology and Physiology at the University of Rochester, where he worked on adenoviral vectors for gene therapy.  Professor Hewlett currently serves as the Director of Biotechnology/ Biomanufacturing at FLCC.  In addition to teaching, he serves as the New York Hub Director of the Northeast Biomanufacturing Center and Collaborative (NBC2).  He also serves on the Editorial Board of the National Center for Case Study Teaching in Science and the Editorial Board of The American Society of Cell Biology’s CBE Life Sciences Education journal.  He serves on the Advisory Board for Rochester Institute of Technology’s Center for Bioscience Education and Technology (CBET) and is a member of the Steering Committee for the University of Georgia’s RCN-UBE Course-based Undergraduate Research Experiences Network (CUREnet).
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