Our Journey
Graham Balch & Alyson Zeamer

Scene 1: Mr. Curtis’ Challenge…
It was the first day and Male was not so sure about being here at Grady High School and definitely was not sure about who this Mr. Balch was who seemed to be doing laps around the classroom and taking our pictures (What’s up with that??).

Mr. Balch: What is our big goal in biology this year?”  Mr. Balch posed to the class.  

Female: “To pass, I just want to pass.”  

Mr. Balch: “Is that all you are capable of?”  

Female: “No, but what other goal is there?”  

Male: “Well, I want to go to college” as several students in the classroom nodded “and so I want to get at least a B and I want to pass the EOCT at the end of the year.”  

Female: “What is the EOCT?”

Male: “It stands for End of Course Test.  Like the CRCT but for high school.”  

Male: “I have a friend in 10th grade who told me that Mr. Curtis, the biology teacher for 10th graders had 89% of his students pass the EOCT last year.  When Mr. Balch challenged him to a competition on whose students would do better this year, Mr. Curtis said there was no way Mr. Balch’s students could beat his students.  Most of his students are in the gifted program and in 10th grade, does Mr. Balch really think his students can beat Mr. Curtis’s gifted 10th graders?”  

Female: “Mr. Curtis is trippin ‘cause he don’t know what he is talking about.  His students are nothin – bring ‘em on!!!”  

Male: “Well, if we work hard, how do we know Mr. Balch won’t let us down and not really teach so our work is a waste of time?”

Female: “My friend Demitria Lyles on the volleyball team had him last year and said Mr. Balch helped his students achieve a greater increase on the EOCT scores than any teacher in the state of Georgia – dang!  If he did that last year, I am pretty sure he is a good teacher.”  

Male: “Okay then, what is our goal in Biology this year?”  

Scene 2: There is no such thing as a free lunch
Female: “So I am down with our big goals, but we can’t just say we are going to reach them, what do we have to do?”

Female: “well, let’s think about all the things that we should do in order to reach these goals and all the things that we shouldn’t do in class like use our cell phones that keep us from learning.  I mean if we have this goal, don’t we have to earn it?  ”  

Male: “I ain’t giving up my cell phone dog!”

Female: “Well, I like texting too, but I can do that outside of class.”  

Female: “I haven’t been good about doing homework in middle school and in fact my teacher didn’t really expect it, but I hear Mr. Balch assigns homework every day!  Do we really have to do it?”  

Female: “I guess that depends on whether you really want to achieve our goals.  I don’t think any of us are going to achieve our goals by doing nothing.”  

After staying quiet and listening to his peers, Male joined in and said “I think Female had it right – What are the things we need to do and things we shouldn’t do as we pursue our big goals in biology?”   

Scene 3: Can you really teach a teacher???
Neutral: “Okay, we have these goals and we have these things that we should do, but what about Mr. Balch and Dr. Zeamer.  Shouldn’t there be some things they do and don’t do?”

Neutral: “Yeah.  I mean if we are going to do all this work, what should we expect of them?”

Neutral: “No homework, no homework and let us do whatever we want in class.”  

Male:  “Man, that sounds good but it ain’t right.  We won’t get nowhere if the class is off the chain and we don’t have to do anything.  We just decided what we expect of ourselves and Mr. Balch and Dr. Zeamer will help make sure we do that.  The real question is what we expect of them in like how they treat us and how they teach?”  
Box Chart For Scene 1
	What are your big goals?

	


Box Chart for Scene 2

	On-Task
	Teamwork
	Be Prepared

	
	
	


Box Chart for Scene 3
	List of things Mr. Balch and Dr. Zeamer should do 
	List of things Mr. Balch and Dr. Zeamer shouldn’t do

	
	














