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Case Summary

What do we, as students, want to get out of Biology class this year? What are our expectations for ourselves and for our teachers?
Credits

This case was written by Graham Balch (teacher, Grady High School, Atlanta GA) and Alyson Zeamer (PhD candidate, Psychology, Emory University, Atlanta, GA), fellows of the Emory University PRISM program (http://www.prism.emory.edu). Authors may be contacted at graham.balch@gmail.com and azeamer@yahoo.com respectively.
Learning Objectives

1. Develop a set of goals students must meet in order to pass the EOCT.

2. Develop a set of norms or rules for how students are to behave while in the classroom.

3. Develop a set of goals and norms students would like the teacher to follow.

Assessment

Students will be informally evaluated on class participation and will receive non-scored feedback from group members. In addition, they will also be graded on the creativity, completeness and organization of their poster of lab safety rules and the best posters will be displayed in the classroom. See student materials for rubric and box chart.

Implementation Strategy

This case was designed as a one day introduction to problem-based learning. The goal was to get students to come up with their own set of class rules as well as an idea of what they want from their teacher. After the students read scene 1, there will be a class discussion on what they need to do throughout the year to pass the EOCT. They will come up with a set of goals to meet throughout the year. The discussion after scene 2 will be about what they expect from each other as far as classroom behavior, and they will create a set of guidelines for this as well. Finally, after reading scene 3, the discussion will focus on what the students expect from their teachers, both behaviorally and academically throughout the school year. In order to get them accustomed to using a box chart, they will be filling one in for each scene.

Case Notes

Once the students understood what we wanted them to do, they really got into coming up with their class goals. The students hit on everything that we had wanted them to come up with in order for them to meet their goals and for the class to run smoothly throughout the year. 

Facilitator Guide

This is the general list of what we wanted them to come up with for each scene:

Scene 1:

1. 100% of the students to meet AND exceed EOCT standards.

2. All students earn an “A” or “B” in the class.

Scene 2:

1. On Task

a. Pay attention while in class

b. Respect school rules

c. Try your best

d. Follow teacher’s directions

e. Take notes

f. Participate in class discussions

g. Do all class work 

h. If you don’t understand something, ask questions

i. HAVE FUN!

2. Be Prepared

a. Bring class materials (pencil, paper etc.)

b. Do your homework

c. Study for quizzes/exams

d. Be on time

e. Don’t procrastinate

3. Teamwork

a. Be involved

b. Be respectful of teammates

c. Ask questions

4. Goals for Teacher 

a. Be organized

b. Come to class prepared

c. Listen to students’ concerns

d. Make class fun
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