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Who’s the Boss? 

Four students gather around a table for a group lab. Major Works sits down and starts reading the lab without waiting for his peers to get settled.

 Major Works (Demandingly) Alright, did anyone do the reading?”

The rest of the group members, Sam Wallflower, Carol Less and Maddie Sidetrack sit down at the table.  Sam Wallflower begins to open his mouth while raising his hand, but is stopped by Major’s next comment.

Major Works: “Well, since I’m the only one that did, I will assign our roles for the lab. Carol, you can be the recorder. Of course, I will record as well, for my own files.”

Carol Less slouches at her chair and answers simply with raised eyebrows. Meanwhile, Maddie Sidetrack starts jamming out to her ipod.

Major: “Maddie, since you’re so energetic, why don’t you go around collecting the data. And you…”, looking at Sam, “What’s your name again?”

Sam: (answers in what seems like a silent voice) “Sam.”

Major: (annoyed) “What? You’re going to have to speak up because I’m not taking a failing grade for this lab. You obviously shouldn’t give our group presentation at the end of lab.”

Sam kept staring at his notes, while Carol fell asleep at her seat. 

Major: (unbothered by the fact that no one was listening to her) “Alright, I already did some of the research for this lab last night. I wrote it up and made copies for everyone. I guess the recorder can just copy it out... We shouldn’t change it much, though, because I’m certain it’s good work.”

Maddie: “Hey, wanna hear a joke?”

Major: “We don’t have time for this!”

Maddie: (waking Carol up) “How many students does it take to complete a lab when Major works with you?”

Carol: “One.”

Sam: “Is that funny?”

Major: “Really, this is no way to conduct a group? ”

Carol: “Whatever.” (Goes back to sleep.) 

Major: “That’s it! I’m getting the teacher! This is absolutely ridiculous! My grade is not suffering because I’m paired with a bunch of….”

Carol: “Dude, Major, calm down. Whatever, we’ll work……eventually!!!”

Major gets up to get the teacher.

Maddie: “Nice, Carol. We’re in trouble now. Okay, everyone, act like you’re working.”

Carol, Maddie and Sam all start pretending to work. They pretend to discuss the lab as Major returns with the teacher.

Maddie: “So, Sam, why don’t you do section two, while Carol and I….”

Teacher: “Well, guys, how are things going?”

Carol: “Great! We’re dividing up all the jobs.”

Teacher: “Well, great then! Keep working.”

Major: “Oh, real nice guys. Good acting.”

Carol and Maddie high five each other and laugh.

Sam: “It wasn’t my idea.”

Major: “Whatever.”

In the background Maddie is up and around telling jokes to people in others' groups.

Sam(quietly): I can help you Maj…..”

Major: “I give up – you guys are impossible to work with. I‘ll just do this at home because I can NOT afford to get a bad grade…Med School is waiting!”

 Box Chart : Scene One

Assignment: Fill in box chart. Please use the space below the box chart and the back of the page to write one to three paragraphs on your research results.

	Observations
	Questions/Learning issues

	
	


Scene 2: This is a Group Thing…Right?


http://www.udel.edu/pbl/groups-in-action/mpegs/groupth.mpg;

Assignment:

Come up with a list of group rules that you think will make your group work effectively.  You may also consider penalties for infractions.

