Tools for Access

Suggestions for Access
A syllabus that is inclusive is one that is also accessible and uses principles of universal design. These elements are not just for those needing accommodations. Universal design makes documents approachable for all students. Some easy ways to make your syllabus accessible include: 
· Use accessibility checker in Word.
· Include alt text for any images.
· Use black ink since color can be hard to read. Use bold for emphasis.
· Use standard fonts.
· Make sure tables are accessible.
· Use descriptive links, not just a URL.
· Make sure any video or narrated PPT has an accurate transcript.
You can find information on accessibility at these sites:
· Microsoft Accessibility
· University of Washington on Accessibility
· Color Issues
· Accessible Tables
· Best Practices: 7 Ways You Can Improve Live Closed Captions 
· or
· Image Accessibility in STEM
STEM OER Accessibility guidebook


STEM OER Accessibility Framework
A Practical Guide for Curators and Authors of STEM Open Educational Resources
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jFJGi9O9kmuipJPlTO_cjc9D87KMVLXVoChr9CAqEnw/edit#heading=h.u0kis4bv7qqm
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Accessibility Checkers (Comprehensive)


· WebAIM's WAVE Web accessibility Evaluation Tool— Highlights errors, explains in non-technical terms what is wrong and how errors could be fixed. Demonstrates how a screen reader will read invisible elements (e.g., alt text) in a resource.


· Deque's AXE tool — Similar to WebAIM’s WAVE Tool, highlights errors, explains how errors could be fixed and demonstrates how a screen reader will read all invisible elements (e.g., alt text, headings) in the resource.


· Accessibility Name & Description Inspector (ANDI) — Tests web content for accessibility compliance by searching for HTML tags and other attributes that affect accessibility. ANDI detects potential issues, suggests ways to fix them and shows how a screen reader would read a web page with all its invisible elements.


· W3C Easy Checks: A First Review — Includes simple guidelines on how to assess the accessibility of a web page. Created for novice users.
Accessible Documents (PDF, Word, Google Docs)


· WebAIM’s tutorial of PDF Accessibility — Provides instructions on how to check the accessibility of PDFs using Adobe Acrobat Pro DC.


· Grackle Accessibility Checker — Chrome-based tool that identifies whether Google Documents, Google Slides, or Google Sheets are accessible. 


· Accessibility Checker in Word— Presents a list and explanation of core accessibility issues, and step by step instructions on how to remediate each issue.
Captions


· Captioning Tip Sheet Form — Intended as a quick reference on captions. It covers caption placement, font, grammar, speaker identification, slang, and more.


· Captioning Type and Styles — Provides a brief introduction to types, styles and “methods” of captions.

Color Contrast & Flash


· Color Contrast Analyzer by Paciello Group —  Helps determine the contrast ratio of two colors to improve the legibility of a resource.


· Contrast Ratio by Lea Verou — Calculates the color contrast ratio between two colors and also demonstrates how the readability of a resource is affected when the bold and italic formatting tools are used. 


· Tanaguru Contrast Finder — Tests the color contrast of a foreground and background color on a website to determine whether it meets the minimum contrast ratio for accessibility.


· WebAIM Color Contrast Checker — Presents the contrast difference between two colors to determine whether it meets the required color contrast set by.... 


· W3C Recommendations  — Guidelines for assessing flash thresholds in content.

Reading Level & Readability


· Hemingway — Identifies  the reading level of a resource by examining its length, complexity and language, and highlights areas where the resource can be improved for clarity and readability.


· Font Squirrel  — Identifies what typeface or font is used in a resource.
Tables & Visuals


· Tables Bookmarklet for Accessibility Testing — Helps identify accessibility errors with HTML tables. 


· The vOICe - Vision Technology for the Totally Blind — Helps in making images audible by converting images into sound. 

Equations
· MathML Cloud — Creates images and alternative descriptions of math equations.
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