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What are communities of practice?

● Communities of practice are groups of people who share a concern or a 
passion for something they do and learn how to do it better as they 
interact regularly.

● The Domain: what do we care about?
● The Community: who cares about it?
● The Practice: what do we do about it?

● Pedagogy, active learning, 
● molecular viz, why concept imp (contexts)
● Protein viz - drugs - design, interpret/apply
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Practice Community



What do communities of practice look like?

● Share case writing/piloting experiences
● Problem-solving, brainstorming, etc.
● Discussions, sharing resources (on forum)
● Creating/documenting

● Present at meetings - NSTA
● Coming to meetings, studying case 

studies, using common resources (e.g., 
PDB, viz tools)
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Developing and Maintaining a Community of Practice

● Needs cultivation to make sure that 
members get high value for their time

● Needs some organization to be 
productive

● Needs someone to take decisions, 
coordinate, etc. SD happy to play this role 
now - Welcome others to take on this role

● Needs to be a safe space for all 
members so all interactions (even 
disagreements) should be presented 
respectfully 

● Needs to share knowledge AND create 
new projects, knowledge, solutions

● Needs human interest and participation 
- otherwise it is just a forum

● Need to measure impact of CoP to keep 
participants engaged and motivated to 
participate.
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