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Crans is full professor at Loyola Ma-
rymount University. She works in 
algebraic topology, knot theory, 
and algebra, and has also written 
about the connections between 
mathematics and music. Crans is 
instrumental in community build-
ing through her roles as the Associ-
ate Director of Project NExT, and 
Associate Director of Diversity and 
Education at MSRI. She won an 
MAA Henry L. Alder Award (2011), 

and an MAA Merten M. Hasse Award (2011), and was an MAA Distin-
guished Lecturer (2014). Her mentoring activities include PATHWAYS 
presentations for K-12 students in LA and teaching at summer mathe-
matics programs for women undergraduates. Crans is also an AWM 
Fellow (2020).  


