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Aitchison earned her PhD from 
Johns Hopkins University (1933). 
She was a leader in developing the 
mathematics underpinning trans-
portation economics. She worked 
for the federal government for over 
three decades, �rst as a statistician, 
then as a consultant with the 
O�ce of Defense Transportation. 
Aitchison was Director of Transpor-
tation Research at the Commerce 
Department, and later Transport 
Economics Director of the USPS.  In 

the 1950s, she showed that airmail was more cost-e�ective than train 
mail. She was one of six chosen for the United States government's �rst 
Federal Women's Award (1961), which she later used as leverage to 
pressure President Johnson to ban sex discrimination within the US 
government. 


