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Haynes was the �rst Black woman 
to earn a PhD in mathematics, in 
her early 50s at Catholic University 
(1943). During her long career, she 
taught in elementary and high 
schools and in various colleges. 
Haynes founded and chaired the 
math department at Miner Teach-
ers College (later part of University 
of the District of Columbia). Upon 

retirement, she served on the DC Board of Education (and as its presi-
dent, 1966–1967). She led the dismantling of the DC Public School sys-
tem’s tracking system as it discriminated against Black and poor stu-
dents by not preparing them for higher mathematics and college, in-
cluding support of a successful racial and economic discrimination 
lawsuit. 


