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Ross, a member of the Cherokee 
Nation, was born in Oklahoma 
soon after it became a US state. She 
worked as a statistical clerk and as a 
schoolteacher, and later as an engi-
neer. Her mathematical and astro-
nomical expertise resulted in Lock-
heed Corporation hiring her in 
1942 to solve design problems for 
high-speed military planes. Lock-
heed retained her services after 
WWII and sponsored her engineer-

ing certi�cation. Over the rest of her career Ross worked on rockets, 
satellites, missiles, and designs for interplanetary space �ight.  After re-
tiring, Ross gave outreach lectures. She is depicted on the reverse of 
the 2019 US Mint Sacajawea dollar.


