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Fern Hunt was born in New York 
City in 1948 and earned her PhD 
from the Courant Institute at NYU 
in 1978. She was on faculty at 
Howard University for 15 years 
while simultaneously working in 
industry for much of that time. 
Hunt is a research mathematician 
at the National Institute of Stan-
dards and Technology (NIST) with 
interests in bioinformatics, ergodic 

theory, probability, and information theory. She was an instructor at 
the inaugural EDGE program (1998). She won the prestigious Arthur S. 
Flemming Award for federal employees (2000), gave the AWM-MAA 
Etta Z. Falconer Lecture (2005), and was named a Fellow of the AMS 
(2019) and the AWM (2020). 


