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Julia Maria Aguirre earned her BA 
in Psychology from the University 
of California, Berkeley in 1989, her 
MA in Education from the Universi-
ty of Chicago in 1993, and her PhD 
in Education from the University of 
California, Berkeley in 2002. She is 
Associate Professor of Education at 
the University of Washington, 
Tacoma. Aguirre’s research is in 
helping educators provide accessi-
ble, relevant mathematics educa-
tion, bridging gaps across back-

grounds, cultures, languages, beliefs, and practice. She is co-Principal 
Investigator on the NSF grant “Teachers Empowered to Advance 
CHange in Mathematics” (TEACH Math), the co-author of the highly 
cited 2013 book The Impact of Identity in K–8 mathematics: Rethinking 
equity-based practices, and the author or co-author of eight book chap-
ters.


