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Omayra Y. Ortega earned a PhD 
(2008) and MS (2005) in applied 
mathematics and computational 
sciences, along with an MPH 
(2005), all at the University of Iowa. 
She is an associate professor of 
mathematics and statistics at 
Sonoma State University and previ-
ously worked at Arizona State Uni-
versity and as a healthcare analyst. 
Ortega’s research focuses on math-

ematical epidemiology and computational biology. She has directed 
the Mathematical Epidemiology Research Group for undergraduates 
since 2009 and organized an annual Sonia Kovalevsky High School 
Mathematics Day since 2006. She is serving a 2021–2024 term as Presi-
dent of NAM. She received an AWM Service Award (2020) and will deliv-
er the Hrabowski-Gates-Tapia-McBay Lecture at the 2023 JMM.


