
National Ecological Observatory Network
A project sponsored by the National Science Foundation and proudly operated by Battelle

Megan A. Jones & Wendy Gram
2017 ESA Conference 

NEON data in undergraduate ecology 

courses: Data skills and learning 

opportunities

A project sponsored by the National Science Foundation and proudly operated by Battelle



What is the National Ecological 

Observatory Network (NEON)? 

NEON is a continental-scale ecological observatory funded 

by the National Science Foundation as a large science 

facility. NEON provides:

ÅFree and open data on the drivers of and responses to 

ecological change 

ÅA standardized and reliable framework for research and 

experiments

ÅData interoperability for integration with other national and 

international network science projects



Why is NEON important?

NEON provides a highly coordinated national system for 

monitoring a number of critical ecological and environmental 

properties at multiple spatial and temporal scales.
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NEONôs field sites and data products



NEONôs data collection methods

Automated 

instruments

Observational 

sampling

Airborne remote 

sensing

V These three systems collect 

data within close proximity of 

each other at each site

V Standardized methods are 

used across all sites



Collection systems at a site

Both aquatic and terrestrial field sites 

have all three collection systems

Aquatic wadeable siteTerrestrial site


