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Instructions for Accessing Data 
from the GBIF portal 
for use in BLUE modules
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INTRODUCTION

GBIF (Global Biodiversity Information Facility) is an international data aggregation project funded by the world’s governments. The mission of GBIF is to provide open access to specimen and observation data about all types of life on Earth.

This user guide was developed to accompany BLUE (Biodiversity Literacy in Undergraduate Education) educational modules that utilize both specimen-based and observation-based occurrence data to investigate ecological and evolutionary principles in undergraduate Biology classes. 

SEARCHING THE GBIF PORTAL

	1. Navigate to the GBIF website @ https://www.gbif.org 

Create a user account if you don’t already have one.

2. Click on the “Get Data” pull-down menu and select “species”. 
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	3. Enter the name of your species in the search box. 

Watch out for autocorrect!
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	4. Search results will appear to the right. Click on the one that best matches what you are looking for. 

Check the number of occurrences to see which result has the most data.
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	5. The results page will indicate the number of occurrences located and will also show representative images.

Markers will appear on a map showing the location of occurrences. Marker style can be changed using the paint roller tool.

Typical map features (e.g. zoom and move) are available.

The date slider at the bottom left can be used to select only occurrences within a certain time period.
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	6. Click on the green box that shows the number of occurrences. This will take you to the table of individual records. Double click on a record to review the details for individual records.
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	7. To download all records, click on the “Download” tab. 

If you aren’t logged in, you’ll need to now.

Select the CSV download option.
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8. In order to work with the data in excel, you’ll need to “import” the CSV file into excel instead of just opening the file with excel.
a. On a Windows machine, change the file extension to .txt, and open the file in excel. The “text import wizard” will open. Select “tab delimited”.
b. On a Mac, using the tabs in excel, select the data tab, then “from text”, choose your file, select “delimited”, then “tab”.
c. [bookmark: _GoBack]On a Mac, using the menu bar in excel, select “file”, “import”, “csv file”, choose your file, select “delimited”, then “tab”.
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Camelus dromedarius Linnaeus, 1758

Published in: Syst Nat, 10thed. vol1 p.65
Classifcation: Animalia > Chordata » Mammalia » Artiodactyla > Camelidae » Camelus

Accepted Species 4394 occurrences

Classification: Animalia > Chordata > Mammalia » Ariodactyla » Camelidae » Camelus > Camelus dromedarius

Accepted Subspecies 0 occurrences
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TABLE  GALLERY ~ MAP  SPECIES

Scientific Name

Camelus dromedarius Linnaeus, 1758

Camelus dromedarius Linnaeus, 1758,

Camelus dromedarius Linnaeus, 1758

Camelus dromedarius Linnaeus, 1758

Camelus dromedarius Linnaeus, 1758

SEARCH OCCURRENCES | 4,241 RESULTS

DATASETS & DOWNLOAD

Country

India

Kenya

Australia

Iran, Islamic Republic Of

Iran, Islamic Republic Of

Coordinates

26.6N, 71.8E

09N, 37.36

23.75,133.9E

343N, 51.9E

343N,51.9E

Basis Of Record

human observation

human observation

human observation

human observ

human observation

Month & Year

2017 February

2017 March

2017 July

2017 September

2017 September

Dataset

iNaturalist Research-gra

iNaturalist Research-grz

Questagame weekly fee

iNaturalist Research-gra

iNaturalist Research-gre
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Forgot your password?

SIGNIN

By signing in you accept GBIFs terms and privacy policy.
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