Comparing Primary and Secondary Growth Forest in the Oak Point Nature Center and Preserve Forest, Plano Texas
Pre-Lab Worksheet
[bookmark: _Hlk37167977]Watch Paul Andersen’s lecture on Ecological Succession and the SDSU Extension videos describing the forest stand characteristics, Forest Basal Area and Tree Density (links below), and then complete questions 1- 5 in this pre-lab exercise worksheet. Your completed pre-lab worksheet is to be submitted online.
Ecological Succession: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V49IovRSJDs
Forest Basal Area: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWuJoLqrRac
Tree Density: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8m0XzIKpijQ&feature=emb_logo
Type your answers with the questions below. Save a version of this file with your name included in the file name. You will submit your modified version of the file via file upload.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V49IovRSJDs
1. How does primary succession differ from secondary succession?
2. What type of succession would you expect to happen after an agricultural field is abandoned and allowed to regrow into forest? Describe the stages of regrowth that it would go through (i.e., what types of plants would you expect to regrow and in what order?).
3. Describe forest basal area (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QWuJoLqrRac) and tree density (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8m0XzIKpijQ&feature=emb_logo).
4. How can forest basal area and tree densities be used to manage forests?
5. Based on our discussion of ecological succession, how to you predict tree densities, forest basal area, and species richness will differ between the old growth, primary forest areas and new growth forest, secondary forest areas in Oak Point Preserve?

