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MicroBIOMEs for ALL!!
● What was our plan

● What did we do

● What are our plans for going forward



What was our plan
● We are a diverse group of instructors wishing to implement 

microbiome-based classroom research experiences

● We had a range of experiences with data analysis
○ Wanted to focus on being able to “Do It Yourself”

● We were looking for faculty and student friendly approaches

● Plan was to test out two and implement in Spring



Our goal is to increase access and 
equity in microbiome associated 
classroom research
- By making datasets available
- By making analysis accessible
- By generating microbiome case studies (REMNet + HITs) 



What did we do
● We reached out to Bruce Nash about DNA Subway and the 

purple line

● Held two workshops to walkthrough the platform

● Used Christine Girtain’s data as a pilot and then tried it at home 

with our own

● Learned the background and nitty gritty of the platform







What did we do continued
● We reached out to Carlos Goller from NCSU about Nephele

● Held two workshops to walkthrough the platform

● Learned about Carlos’s applications of Nephele and his use of 

published datasets and associated manuscripts with his postdoc 

Meghan. 

● Started to work on a manual and will continue in the Spring







What are our plans for the Spring?
❑ We are going to complete our walkthroughs for the Purple Line 

and Nephele – we’ll be using them in our Spring classes

❑ We’re working on case-studies that relate to the microbiome

❑ Using our own narratives and our own data – share it!

❑ Salamanders, microbiomes and climate change

❑ Superfund sites and beneficial microbes

❑ Investigate KBase 



Final words from the Team!



Slide from Caitlin
● What did you want to know

● What did you learn

● What are you going to do



Slide from Christine
● What did you want to know

● What did you learn

● What are you going to do



Slide from Maira
● What did you want to know

● What did you learn

● What are you going to do



Slide from Alice
● What did you want to know

● What did you learn

● What are you going to do




