Herpetology
Class Program for [date]
To be completed before class!
(1) Herpetology in the News: Snake venom complexity is driven by diet
[Approximate work time: 5-15 minutes]
News article: https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/04/210419195312.htm
Original paper: https://www.pnas.org/content/118/17/e2015579118
Remember that you can expect questions from “Herpetology in News” on quizzes and exams!
(2) Venomous Heroes & Villains Assignment
[Approximate work time: 20-30 minutes in class and 20-30 minutes outside of class]
See Venomous Heroes & Villains Assignment for details.
Presentations will be at the start of class [date]. Slides will be due by [date].
WORTH XX CLASS POINTS
Today’s Course Learning Outcomes
Students will understand the significance of venom as an adaptive trait in reptiles
You will understand what venom is and how it is differentiated from other natural toxins.
You will understand the function of venom in the life histories of venomous reptiles.
You will understand how snake diets evolve in response to dietary pressures.
Students will understand the diversity of reptile and amphibian groups that utilize venom
You will understand the major clades of venomous snakes and lizards.
[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]You will identify key characteristics that differentiate these groups and the differences in venom delivery systems.
Students will be able to critically evaluate the primary literature in the field of herpetology and related fields.
You will review peer summaries of the assigned primary literature and offer constructive feedback for improvement.
Students will be able to effectively use visual and written language to communicate species’ natural history and adaptive traits.
	You will research a venomous species of special interest and present information about their biology and unique characteristics
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