	
	
	


Rooting Students in their Botanical History – Learning about Botany and the Importance of Herbaria 	             Handout 5.3


Make Your Own Herbarium Label following the guidelines below. The labels will be checked by your teacher and then printed on acid-free archival paper (to prevent the paper from deteriorating over time, using a laser printer (the toner is water-proof).  A typical label is shown below. This label format provides room for all the essential information noted by the collector at the time of gathering.
PLANTS OF TENNESSEE
Euphorbiaceae
Euphorbia esula L.

United States: Tennessee: White County: Sparta: On Beaver Creek Road, 2 miles south of the junction between State Route 3 and Beaver Creek Road. On dry gravel slope on north side of railroad tracks. Longitude: -85.48354; Latitude: 43.30262. 

Plants growing on edge of old field prairie with Phylaris arundinacea and Melilotus officionalis. Soil very dry and sandy. Plant with yellow flowers, leaves with red tinges. Each plant about 12 inches tall. Very common. 

Family Significance: This species (leafy spurge) has been used by my family for at least 30 years as an early spring food source for our honeybee colonies. This species helps sustain our bees until more wildflowers and trees start blooming.  

Collected by Jennifer Peterson #45 on 21 March 2020. Associated collectors: Donald and Tammy Peterson. 

Identified by Tammy Peterson on 1 April 2020. 

Tennessee Tech University Herbarium (HTTU)


























You will need to look up the correct spelling and the full taxonomic authority (the author) for your species to include on the label. Use this website to do so:  http://www.tropicos.org. In the “Quick Name Search” field, type in your species name and hit “search.” In the list that appears, choose the name that correctly matches your original search, and copy the “authority” exactly as it appears. This text will go next to the species name on your label. If you are unsure, ask your teacher or the herbarium staff for help. These names can sometimes be tricky. You can modify the template above with your own data. 

	
	
	



