Project II: Group Project
Based on the results of your research, your group will give an oral presentation to the class during the week of XXXX.
Use guidance in the McMillan Book to structure your talk. You can use the notes below and the power point template. 
Your group will submit your power point and an excel file of the data collected by XXXXX. 

Talk format

Structure of a 12 minute Oral Scientific Presentation + 3-5 minutes for questions. Please keep in mind, this is an opportunity to participate. Please ask questions!! I have prepared a template talk that you may use (you do not need to). 

• Title
• Background
• Methods
• Results
• Discussion
• Question and answer period
· And reference slide (each group member should include 3 references from each team member)

1. Title should include
– Subject
– Location
• Say “Good morning / afternoon / evening”
SEE TEMPLATE

2. Background (3-4 min)
• Usually a 2-3 slides
• Engage audience
• Set stage for investigation (answer “WHY”?)
• Provide background information (previous studies on the topic) and rationale for study
• Essential information (only) about project
• Establish relevance to ecology and to HEI
• Include a slide describing study objectives or hypotheses

3. Methods (1-2 min)
• About 2 slides
• Describe study design and location
• Describe the species and/or community
• Independent, dependent variables & statistical tests

4. Results (3-4 min)
• Usually several slides (depending on how much data you have)
• Emphasize most important findings 
• Describe characteristics of and patterns
• Include descriptive results and analytic results
• Use figures, tables photos, as appropriate to your data

5. Discussion (3-4 min)
• Interpretation of findings
– Don’t repeat results
– Prioritize findings from most to least important
– Link findings to study objectives (hypotheses)
– Put findings into context with previous studies
• Limitations slide (only the important ones)
• Conclusions slide(s) based on your findings & how do your results connect to conservation, management, or policy
• Recommendations slide(s)
– Directions for future studies


Some tips on effective slides…
• Are uncluttered, clear, visible
• Don’t distract the audience with too much on the slide
• Use informative titles
– “Characteristics of Study Site”
– “Plant Results”
– Not “Results 1, “Results 2”
• Use bolded, sans serif font (Arial, Tahoma)
• Have simple, high-contrast, consistent color schemes

Things to Avoid
• Visual clutter from too many colors
• Unbolded, serif font like Times New Roman
• ALL CAPS (HARD ON THE EYES)
• Animation (no flying objects; slide builds=OK)
• Clip art that serves no purpose
• Unnecessary grid lines in figures
• Necessary lines that are too thin

Preparation Tips
• Use script, flesh out bullet pts into sentences
• Practice is the key to making sure it doesn’t sound scripted
• Time your presentation

Delivery Tips
• Speak slowly and with sufficient volume
• Don’t turn your back on your audience
• Check that the correct slide is projecting
• Be careful with humor
• Explain charts / graphs (axes) before giving point
• Explain associations clearly
• Pause before advancing to next slide


