	LAB REPORT – Grading Checklist

Author: _________________ 

Lab partner(s): __________________



	Topic
	Great
	Okay
	Needs

Work
	Comments/Suggestions

	Title/Names/Date

Title is descriptive, concise, and interesting 
	
	
	
	

	NO separate title page for short report
	
	
	
	

	Names, author and Lab Partners. Followed by paper due date
	
	
	
	

	Introduction
Background information is sufficient for the rationale of the hypothesis 

      -Organism description

      -Terminology defined
	
	
	
	

	Background to show the relevance of the project to the ‘Big Picture’ of Conservation Biology research
	
	
	
	

	Appropriate use of citations
	
	
	
	

	Question/hypothesis
Goal/Hypothesis of project stated
	
	
	
	

	Methods
Description of the data used to answer the question. 
	
	
	
	

	Was the statistics used to analyze your data appropriate?
	
	
	
	

	Results
Clear data format

 - appropriate graph type (line/bar)

 - correct label of axis

  -#s of individuals or replicates are clearly indicated in tables/graphs
- (means + 1 SE; n = #)
	
	
	
	

	Figures/Tables have descriptive captions, and are numbered in sequence 
	
	
	
	

	Each figure is self sufficient-can tell what the data is showing w/o reading text of paper
	
	
	
	

	Text summarizes data trends in descriptive manner, such as x-fold increase or % difference 
	
	
	
	

	Statements in text are supported w/reference to data in #’d figures
	
	
	
	

	Appropriate statistical outcomes are reported; n, P value, and test statistic value (x2, F, t, R2); appropriate use of word “significance”
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Discussion
.5 pages that address whether the data support the hypothesis and the big picture contribution
	
	
	
	

	Overall Presentation/Writing

Good paragraph development. Correct grammar.  Minimal mechanical error.  Double-spaced with 1-inch margins.
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